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tents of the earlier canonical books of history, with the exception of the 
books of Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther, which are later in point of con- 
tents." So far from being a repetition of Samuel and Kings, " Chroni- 
cles" furnished just such a compendious and continuous history as, 
under circumstances of great national depression, was needed, in its 
fresh vitality, to inspire encouragement and hope ; " bridging over," as 
another says, " the gulf which separated the nation after, from the na- 
tion before, the captivity." It connects the hopeful present with the 
historic past, and that in order to carry the whole history of this mar- 
vellous people forward, in a legitimate way, towards its own gracious 
end in the Divine " fulness of time." Thus it is, " Chronicles" comes to 
be something more than what many Bible-readers regard it, — a series 
of dry genealogical tables. Nothing could well be further from the 
truth. History is life. It is a movement steadily reaching onward to 
its purpose and end. This nation had a divine mission, and in its con- 
tinuous, though compendious record, " Chronicles" joined together the 
sundered threads of its own national distinctness, looking backward to 
its Divine starting and forward, through Ezra, Nehemiah, Haggai, and 
Malachi, to its Divine end, — the fulfilment in Christ of Israel's won- 
drous history and hope. 

It is the highest commendation of this volume that it proceeds upon 
this inlying burden of all Jewish history. And thus, what would have 
been nothing other than dry detail, or the mere registry of names, in 
direct connection with the Divine mission of this people, is lifted up 
into real historic significance and gracious importance. The transla- 
tors have done their work well. They have made the volume worthy 
to take its place along with its fellows. Only three volumes yet remain 
to complete the whole series. This Commentary of twenty-four vol- 
umes, crowded with critical information and Biblical learning, is an in- 
valuable acquisition to the library of every thoughtful student of God's 
Word. 



16. — An Introduction to Political Economy. By Arthur Latham Per- 
ry, LL. D. New York : Scribner, Armstrong, & Co. 1877. 

Professor Perry has an established reputation as an ardent advo- 
cate of free-trade. The goddess of Professor Wilson's worship is Labor, 
that of Professor Perry's is Exchange. The axioms of the free-traders — 
that every man has a right to pursue his own interest, that if all are 
left free to do so the best result will be obtained, and that, as govern- 
ment does everything badly, it had better do as little as possible — -are 
•veil known. But nothing is more certain than that society is a mass 
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of artificial restrictions which habit alone prevents from becoming intol- 
erable. Nobody is left free to follow his own ideas of interest. Profes- 
sor Perry says, " He is an enemy to the human race who, for ends of 
his own, undertakes, by means of the action of government, to prevent 
exchanges which would otherwise take place." But then he is obliged 
to add that government may restrain exchanges in the interest, 1. of 
public health ; 2. of public morals, and 3. of public revenue. But 
who is to define the limits of these elastic exceptions. Professor Perry 
might undertake to give a definition very clear and exact, but we doubt 
whether it would be satisfactory to Mr. Henry C. Carey. A great many 
instances are given of the absurdity of our tariff, which, and a great 
deal more, may be all true, but that only shows that our financial ad- 
ministration is bad, an evil to be met with very different weapons from 
such general propositions as the above. The maxim which affords the 
free-traders such delight, that protection does not protect, does not 
prove the badness of the end, but only of the means. In fact, a tariff 
seems to be a question of expedients and not of principles. It is from 
the former point that even Great Britain has in practice always ap- 
proached it, and we believe that some of her soundest writers, as J. S. 
Mill and W. Bagehot, have been forced to admit that in certain coun- 
tries and states of society protection may be advisable, if not necessary. 
The subject of Money, as far as it goes, and indeed all others in the 
book, are treated with great clearness, vivacity, and fertility of illustra- 
tion ; but there runs throughout a tone of hostility to government in- 
terference, — a sign of the times which, though general, we cannot regard 
as healthy. Probably the worst government that ever existed was bet- 
ter than no government at all, and political economy would do much 
better to study how government may be improved than how to get rid 
of it. Professor Perry states the fact, but not the principle, of the sep- 
aration of currency from banking in England. Thus, when he says that 
a depositor can draw either notes or gold from the bank, though this is 
in one sense true, in another it ignores the whole theory on which the 
Act of 1844 was based. We regret this the more, believing that in that 
principle is our hope of escape, that it points the road to specie pay- 
ments with the minimum of necessary disaster, and, most important of 
all, a guaranty for a stable basis of currency in the future. In taxa- 
tion Professdr Perry has a theorist's preference for direct impost, over- 
looking, we think, a cardinal principle of human nature. We know few 
men who would not rather pay fifty per cent more through their expen- 
diture than face an assessor with a return of property and income. We 
concur most heartily, however, in denouncing the spirit which, for the 
sake of private interest, refused to tax tea, sugar, and coffee. 



